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Teaching Young Children Music with Gordon’s Music

Teaching Approach : Collaborative Action Research

Yu-Ting Chen
Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, Nanhua University

Abstract

Using collaborative action research, this study aims to investigate the
implementation and effect of Gordon’s music approach in a kindergarten class in
Taiwan. The author served as the research team leader and two early childhood
pre-service teachers served as co-teachers to teach music to kindergarten children for
three months. Data sources included classroom observations, classroom assessment,
pre-service teachers’ reflection notes on teaching, research team’s feedback and
discussion on teaching, and so on. Findings revealed that (1) young children’s
performances in tonal and rhythm patterns improved, but they had certain difficulties
in minor tonality and triple meter. (2) The pre-service teachers had to solve the
problems of their pitch in singing and classroom management. (3) In spite of the
teaching problems, the pre-service teachers found that they promoted their
professional development in music knowledge and educational knowledge.
Recommendations for teaching young children music and future research are also

discussed.

Keywords: Gordon’s music approach in early childhood, teacher’s professional

development, early childhood pre-service teachers, collaborative action research
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