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93 HT(the concept of person):

NEETEN BE R R k%) Engelhard

On a number of intertwining grounds Kant rejects the notion that one may consent

to one’s own suicide. Six merit special mention. They all cluster around Kant’s very
content-full understanding of morality,

which has much more content than a general
secular ethics can justify. First

» personhood for Kant is not the source of moral
authority but the object of a concrele duty: “‘a man is still obligated tq preserve his life
simply because he is a person and must therefore recognize a duty to llin‘rsel,f (and a
strict one at that)."” The Metaphysical Principles of Virtue: Part Il of the Metaphysics
of Morals, trans. James Ellington (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964). p. 83, AK VI
422. Second, according to Kant, in disposing of oneself one disvalues oneself. ““If he
disposes over himself, he treats his value as thatof a
has no respect for human nature and makes a thin
an object of freewill. . . . Suicide is not
should be highly prized. . |

beast. He who so behaves, who
g of himself, becomes for everyone
abominable and inadmissihle because life
. But the rule of morality does not admit of it under any
condition because it degrades human nature below the level of animal nature and so
destroys it.”” Lectures on Lthics, trans. L. Infield (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1963),
p. 152. Third, suicide is forbidden because in self-destruction one undermines exis-

tence, the condition for doing one’s duties. **In taking his life he does not preserve his

person; he disposes of his person and not of its attendant circumstances; he robs

himself of his person. This is contrary (o the highest duty we have towards ourselves,
for it annuls the condition of all other duties.’

Kant regards the decision to commit suicide
comuumity. *“To destroy the subject of morality in his own person is tantamount to
obliterating from the world . . . (he very existence of morality itself.”" Metaphysi-
cal Principles of Virtue, p. 83, AK V1422, Kant conflates having a moral community
and the existence of a moral community with decidin
notion or existence. He conflates a materi
Kant likely also sees

" Lectures on Ethics, p. 149. Fourth,
as willing the nonexistence of the moral

g to will or act against its very
al condition with a formal contradiction.
a contradiction in rationally deciding no longer 1o be rational.
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Fifth, Kant also holds the choice to commit suicide to be a contradiction of impulses.

“One immediately sees a contradiction ir: a system of nature whose law would be to
destroy life by the feeling whose special office is to impel the improvement of life In
this case it would not exist as nature; hence that maxim cannot obtain as a law of
nature, and thus it wholly contradicts the supreme principle of all duty.”" Foundations
of the Metaphysics of Morals, trans. L. W. Beck (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1976),
p- 40, AK 1V 423. Sixth, because of duties to self, suicide occu
so that it counts as self-murder. “That man ought to have the authorization to
withdraw himself from al| obligation, i.e., to be free 10 act as if no authorization at all
were required for this withdrawal, involves a contradiction.”’
ples of Virtue, p. 83, AK VI 422. All of 11ese considerations b
his accouint of deienninisi and morai choice. Kant excludes fro
all decisions made on the basis of an inclination. For a choi
follow from the character of what it is to b~ a rational agent. Autonomnous choices are
not those we wish to make (i.e., to which we are inclined), but those that follow from
the moral law. Kant is committed to ths position because of his solution ta the
problem of freedom and determinism.

In summary,

1s without permission,

Metaphysical Princi-
y Kant cluster around
m autonomous choice
ce to be free, it must

Kant’s position on suicide makes it very clear that his account of
autonomy is in opposition to the principle of permission. His account of autonomy is
embedded in a particular solution to the problem of free will versus determinism.
Unnoticed by Kant, this account incorporates into his notion of rational action nu-
merous positive understandings of acting rationally. As a result,
regarding one’s self are not different from choices regarding other

concludes that anyone who would commit suicide would have no
not murdering others.

for Kant choices
s. Kant therefore
principle basis for

[ his own life, he
" Lectures on Ethics, p. I51.

*“If man were on every occasion master o
would be master of the lives of others.’
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