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The term “death education” has many meanings, but three seem basic. (1) In analogy to many specific forms of
education such as medical education, death education has the sense of “preparation for death.” The Tibetan Book
of the Dead, the Hebrew-Christian Bible have, to a greater or lesser degree, the purpose of preparing the person for
death and death-related issues. (2) The second meaning of death education is education for those decisions affected
by actual or possible death. The practice of medicine and nursing; law; religious ministry; counseling; military;
police; fire-fighting; and funeral direction are all affected by the possibility of preventing or causing death, and by
the consequences of a death. The training of practitioners in these careers would be incomplete if it did not include
serious discussion of the definitions of death and of the personal, moral, legal, and economic issues involved in the
death-related decisions made by these professionals. (3) The third meaning of death education refers to a course or
part of a course focusing on the meaning of death, attitudes toward death, and ways of coping with death. The
death education curriculum has a cognitive aspect that includes the development of a body of knowledge and an
affective aspect that includes changes in attitudes and values.




