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What death means to a person who is dying is an important consideration in the
process of counseling. Yet the meaning of death cannot be explored as a
concept that is distinct from the meaning of life. If death is anything other than
the complete cessation of the individual being, the total discontinuity of that
which I call myself, then it must find at least a part of its meaning in the
experience of the life that leads to it. On the other hand, if the meaning of death
is the complete end of existence in any realm, that, too, affects the meaning that
life has. The meaning of one cannot be fully considered in the absence of the
other. (Counseling the Terminally Ill)
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