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Today at least 75 percent of persons die in hospitals; actual death is seen by few persons. Fewer persons
die at home. much less in public, as they might have during the Black Plague. The very appearance of
death has changed. At one time one could “put one’s finger” on death through a pulse. Death has an
increasingly technology-defined dimension, making it more isolating than in the past. One is now aware
of “‘cardiac death” and “brain death,” and only doctors can certify that the various types of death have
occurred. In earlier days the physician’s primary role was to be with the sick and to encourage the body’s
recuperative powers. Today, doctors deals as much with drugs and machines as with people. In
prolonging life, medical technology separated the chronically ill and the dying from their families. This
medicalization of death has affected the entire Western culture’s view of death.




