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As the culture of Western society changed from a religious orientation toward
life and death to a perspective dominated by the values of science, trade. and
business, the act of death underwent changes such that control over its
management shifted progressively from the dying person to the family and
eventually to the physician and the hospital team. The rise of science has been
accompanied by a progressive decline in religious belief. and the fear of death
has emerged as society’s most pervasive attitude. Direct experience with death
and dying has disappeared for many members of society as new professions
have been created to take care of the many death-related tasks associated with
an expanding population. Responsibility for the management of dying has
shifted from the family to the larger society, and the necessary actions related
to death have become bureaucratized, as is true of many other activities
essential to the ongoing flow of human affairs.
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