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Death comes not 1o the dead but o the living, To deny or ignore it is to distort ife's pattern. We
dread death because we refuse to understand it As Paz, the “viu;imm acthor angd diplomat, has
insightfully stated, “a civilization that denies death ends by denying 1ife.” Death makes ap suthentic
statement about life's actuality and meaning. Tt helps clarily and mtensify our image of man and his
world, Herein lies the summons to advance our wmprc}m ision of how death can serve life. To
dig-—that is the hurnan condition: to live decey iy and to die well—his is man's privilege,
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