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The Role, Attitude, and Genres of Religious
Dhikr Meditation at Islamic Pesantren in
Indonesia

Tsung-Te Tsai

Professor in Ethnomusicology, Tainan National University of the Arts

Abstract

Islamic pesantren is not only an important religious education
system of Nahdatul Ulama, but also a major occasion of religious
meditation rituals of Sufi orders in Indonesia, hence it plays an important
role in the process of the meditation rituals, and its religious concepts and
attitudes also influence the genres and contents of religious meditation
rituals. Nahdatul Ulama is one of the major religious organizations in
Indonesia. Nahdatul Ulama emphasizes traditionalism and Sufism
theological thoughts, advocates the syncretism of local cultures, adopts
the mission route of Sunan Kalijaga, cultivates religious priests and Sufis
by pesantren, and practice and actualize their Islamic thoughts and
teachings through the means of religious meditations. Islamic pesantren
therefore becomes the major religious education organization and

religious center.

In order to explore the role, attitude, and genres of religious dhikr
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meditation at Islamic pesantren in Indonesia, this paper will be divided
into the following parts: the religious practice of Islamic pesantren, the
religious meditation of Islamic Sufism orders, the genres of religious
meditation rituals at Islamic pesantren, and the attitude of Islamic

pesantren to religious meditation.

Keywords: Indonesia, Islam, Religious Practice, Pesantren, Dhikr Meditation
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