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From Agnihotra to Homa: The
Transformation of Fire Sacrifice in East

Asian Esoteric Buddhism
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Abstract

This paper explores the transformation of a ritual from ancient Vedic
India to Buddhist China in the Tang Dynasty to see how the alteration of
agnihotra as a ritual relates to the development of Buddhist thought and

practice.

In India, agnihotra is related to the sun rather than sacrifice to fire in
origin, as it is the maintenance of fire for the rising sun. Thus, it is
appropriate to say that fire is inside the sun as heat and light is emitted
from the sun. As a kind of sun-charm, agnihotra is meant to help
maintain not only the routine rising of the sun, but also its daily
course-from east to west during the day and from west to east during the

night. The meaning of agnihotra was transformed to mean the sacrifice to
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Agni as well as sacred fire itself in due course of time. In Epic literature,
the term is often connected with the maintenance of the sacred fire and
offering oblation to it. Ultimately, agnihotra was identified with the
general fire sacrifice, and became a means to attain the different worldly

goals in human life.

In Tantric Buddhism, agnihotra becomes homa and is further
divided into worldly and otherworldly in the Mahavairocanasiitra. As
Buddhist Tantra is inseparable from Mahayanist world of thought, the
decipherment of the Tantra ultimately rests on Mahayanist ideals of
enlightenment. Thus, while worldly homa is concerned with worldly
pursuit and empowerment, otherworldly homa becomes the light of

wisdom of bodhicitta to consume avidya.

Homa must have been an important daily ritual in the Tantric
temples in the later Tang Dynasty, as we still can witness in Japanese
esoteric Buddhism nowadays. Huei-lin compares homa with imperial
sacrifice which probably shows the importance of #oma in the Tang in

terms of its political overtones.

Keywords: tantra, agnihotra, homa, fire, inner homa and outer homa
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GEPNERAL - SR E SR DAREZRT (svaha) 455 - At 29k S ol miAl A
FrF (Svetasarsapa) - LLSEHEEAN (udumbara) ~ E AR (RS
RR > asvattha) » Ko RFIACFE B#lek -

ERMEARABRENE - KIERITE - KR {THHEE—
Lo BNER D - 58 B SN A4S B - it 2 W) F S oA AR
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% (KIFFEE) 19 H 261c -
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U B A W AR IR MAR R ) - Utk B AYILL 2 PR
ME - SRR - ERBEUE AT ST % - Wy R A
HEERE & - M E RIS - WAEREEM LIRSS -
SEORHUGR I H s 2 K > B H I 8 2 A 15 DIEER - ¥
BE— R B AR A CRE L) THy (RS ) AnET 6w -

N~ FIEARBCK Z A EE R

NBELRS (KAL) PRIEEE AT 7K —HOKAEf i
ZEEES - B K AR BRI 2 SEEE > —THENEZ
Ko S JT A RETACZ K - FEFE AT (E0K) (Aditta Sutta) HH
PR EI40 N A -

- TR EEY R AV F AWM R A R
J e R G R L BN T
o B B f v s e W B4 E ﬁ‘
oo b fea e Aol R SRERRL 2R
BLP% o RS o RAE D HLET R FEw [ﬂﬁ*agm
dAeTRERAT T AL e 2 K EF U e EIIFE p TR
59

2ok A
X e F og°

3 Sabbam...adittam...Cakkhum...adittam/ riipa aditta / cakkhuvisifianam
adittam/  cakkhusamphasso aditto/yam pidam cakkhusamphassapaccaya
uppajjati vedayitam sukham va dukkham va adukkhamasukham va/tam pi
adittam/Kena adittam / Ragaggind dosaggina mohaggind adittam jatiya
jaraya maranena sokehi paridevehi dukkhehi domanassehi upaydsehi
adittan.../...Evam passam...sutava ariyasdvako cakkhusmim pi nibbindati/
riipesu pi nibbindati...nibbindam virajjati /viraga vimuccati/ vimuttasmim
vimuttamhiti fiagnam hoti /Khina jati ousitam brahmacariyam katam
karantyam naparam itthattayati pajanati ti/ ( Samyutta Nikaya, XXXV § 28 ;
Vinaya Pitakam 1: 34 ; 732 H, Samyutta Nikaya, XXI1 § 61)- {His—12AI2
£ (H) (Vinaya Pitakam) #ia - (#BFE CKER) ZE80ABRVEER B—
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MAESS— 71 - KIRAIEFEINAE - EELAETIR Z (R Bk F R
#IINLAETER - BRERZIDKAEREIEAF 7T LUR BRI > IR EVE Z ACK U
INECREE - B AAE (HHIEES) (Samyutta Nikaya) FEILLUT ERSCT

BEPRAAR L LR B ATEY o et 0 T3 g A
Pegiar RE2 ¢ 4P o P RP PR U o & A 2 MBE T
| A FheT LR TREY - 2 \E;ﬂ’#‘ o AT

RS AR AT R

FUK ] BB E YR RE NGB E - Ll ESRS H AR
FDK T R E TR P S [RERE R o 2 8 - KAE R ER S XY E &
EHAZ 72 - 2R 0 KT EEISER S TR SRMEEREE - N
KEABER M Z RBERE WE ATy I — RN i1 5
o TEALUTEE CRELE) 89+ ARALAER A -

BRIt T KBt Caggihutta) (VR EEFIV T 52 (E1T % (Vinaya Pitakam, 1:36)
EANERRIDKHEE RIRFE Z 2165 > BRIMNEZREEFT 2RI (A& Y] > IR
ST NSRBI BRI AE P AE 2 AR (yittha Je huta) T52RR b
FIS6 T Z D ERE -

Varam...tattaya  ayosalakaya  adittaya  sampajjalitaya  sajotibhiitaya
cakkhundriyam  sampalimattham/ na tveva cakkhuvififieyesu riipesu
anuvyafijanaso nimittaggaho/...Titthatu tava tattaya ayosalakaya adittaya
sampajjalitaya sajotibhiitaya cakkhundriyam sampalimattham / handiaham
idam eva manasi karomi/ Iti cakkhum aniccam riipa anicca cakkhuvififidnam
aniccam/ cakkhusamphassapaccayd uppajjati vedayitam sukham va dukkham
vd adukkhamasukham va tam pi aniccam/ (XXXV § 194)
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~

Z_E s o
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JEE A SRR E B a 4 TER B VIR (5

SRR R AR

R S SR L B

2Rz b4 H

ForRjeek o ok RH R

wEH R Fagp

R B RR M PR G .

DS S S S

by SESEL S %’g‘ggﬂ W oeennen

S (KIERE) 18 5 H 42c-44c -
62 (ATEFE) 39 0 B 779b o
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