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Venerable Xianglin

— Eminent Monk in Malacca

Oai-Peng Chia

Independent Research Scholar

Abstract

The Venerable Xianglin’s family name is Li. He has another name,
Yuanhui. He was born in 1886 at a place named Xianyou in the Fujian
Province in China. Since young he was determined to become a monk. In
1904, he became a monk at Fuqing Temple which was at a mountain
called Guishan in the township of Putian in the Fujian Province. The
temple then was very run down. Xianglin and other young monks were
sent to Vietnam to collect donations for the temple. In the following year,
Xianglin brought back the donations and was then sent to Nanyang to

spread Buddhism.

In 1914, Venerable Pingzhang was invited to be the chief venerable
of the Malacca Cheng Hun Teng. Xianglin became his assistant in the
management. In 1929, Xianglin succeeded him and became the chief
venerable. Xianglin then rearrange the temple rules and was active in

spreading Buddhism. He received warm support from the followers.

Xianglin spent his whole life teaching Buddhism to the people. His
teachings were easy to understand. He placed importance in moral

education than knowledge education. He also practiced loving kindness

(9]



R —-RE EREA 61

and teaching by example. He was strict to himself but generous and
considerate to others. He was very popular and had influenced many
people. He was nicknamed the “Living Buddha of Ten Thousand

Families.”

Xianglin had contributed tremendously to the reconstruction and
expansion of Fuqing Temple in Guishan. The Fuqing Temple committee

then installed Xianglin as their Chief Monk due to his prominence.

Keywords: Putian Guishan, Linji Zhengzong, Forest Monk, Malacca
Cheng Hoon Teng, Xianglin Jueyuan
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