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Succession and Localization

—Biography of Reverend Jin An

Ai-Boay Tan

Ph.D. Candidate of Department of History, University of Malaya;
Ph.D. Research Grant of CAPAS, Academia Sinica

Abstract

By studying the biography of Reverend Jin An, the purpose of this
paper is to elaborate the transformation and rooting of Buddhism in
Malaya and later Malaysia. The paper is dealing with his interactions with
prominent leaders. Their interactions that were based either mutual
concern or common faith, proved to be beneficial for the development of
Buddhism and the enhancing of the image of Buddhism. The same

interactions however, also invited much criticisms.

Rev Jin An first arrived in Malaya in 1947. Five years later, he
established the first Buddhist temple in Petaling Jaya, the new Satellite
City of the national capital of Kuala Lumpur. He devoted himself to
public welfare charity, cultural and educational activities including the
awarding of scholarships without any distinction of race or religion. He
created history in Kuala Lumpur by holding the “Great Compassion
Liberation Rite of Water and Land,” the magnificent Buddhist ritual.
Apart from that, he founded the first temple-based public Chinese library
and started the “Buddha Magazine.” While spreading Chinese Buddhism,

the Reverend Jin An also simultaneously endeavored for the localization
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of the religion. This paper focuses on Reverend Jin An’s inheritance of
this version of Chinese-generally referred to as Chinese Buddhism, not to

a specific sect, emphasizing on the spirit of localization.

This study will employ a variety of sources, including official
records, publications, epigraphical materials, newspapers and interviews.
The different sources will help in piecing together the life of Reverend
Jin An, and his devotees, providing a view of the development of

Buddhism as well as the Chinese society of Malaysia.

Keywords: Buddhism in Malaysia, Reverend Jin An, Petaling Guan Yin
Temple, Great Compassion Liberation Rite of Water and

Land, Buddha Mgazine
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A religious service invoking blessing on His Majesty the King
for a speedy recovery was held at the Buddhist Temple, Kuala
Lumpur, last evening (29.11.28) at which of Chinese,
Japanese, Siamese, Burmese, Tamil and Singhalese

communities took part.'**
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The late Venerable was an untiring social worker and he
carried out the noble Buddhist ideal of making knowledge
available to everyone, rich or poor. Using his considerable
organizational skills, he collected vast sum of money which
he used selflessly to support the education of all Malaysians
regardless of racial or religious belief. But above all, we
recognize the late Venerable’s effort to create unity among
Malaysian Buddhists by working closing with others to bring
our Three great traditions, the Therevada, Mahayana and the

Vajrayana together.'”’
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