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From Translation to Salvation: A Religious
and Literary Analysis of the Lotus Sitra

Stories in the Fayuan Zhulin

Mei-Hsiu Wang

Assistant Professor, Department of East Asian Studies,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

With the stories about the practice of the Lotus Sitra in the Fayuan
Zhulin (FYZL) as the main subject of analysis, this essay will explore the
cultural meanings of these stories. This analysis is done will a focus on
three major issues: how the tradition of the writing of the Lotus Sitra
stories was established, how the importance of Buddhist practices of the
Lotus Siitra stories was described in these stories, and through what kind
of depictions was the salvation power of the Lotus Sitra revealed. The
conclusions will be presented as follow. First, the tradition of writing the
Lotus Sutra stories had been established by Tang dynasty, and the
process of the evolution of this tradition from a simple explanation of

historical materials to plotted stories can be traced. Second, the Lotus
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Siitra stories play an increasingly important role in the FYZL compared to
earlier texts. Substantial features of the Lotus Siitra stories in the FYZL
include a shifting emphasis from treating the Lotus Siitra as a subject of
religious piety to viewing it as a text that can be practiced for specific
religious experiences. The religious experiences were also depicted to be
mainly triggered by the practice of the Lotus Sitra in contrast to the
narrations prior to the FYZL in which the practice of the Lotus Siitra was
treated merely as a type of practice along with the practice of other
Buddhist Sitras. Furthermore, many Lotus Sitra stories in the FYZL also
emphasize the efficacy of the Lotus Sitra in benefitting the practitioners’
afterlives. Third, the Lotus Sitra stories in the FYZL not only stressed the
superior power of the Lotus Sitra for salvation, but also extended the
range of religious experiences as well as the types and numbers of

subjects being saved.

Keywords: Lotus Sitra, Lotus Sitra story, Fayuan Zhulin, Daoshi,
Buddhist literature
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