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| ntegration of Aesthetic Education and General Education:

An Example from the Class “Chinese Art and Aesthetics”

Tasi-yuan, Kang
Associate Professor,General Education Center, Ming Chuan University
Abstract

The aim of the general education is to realize the ideal of holistic education. It
integrates the fields of humanity, sociology, and natural science to help students
establish a complete character with sound intellect, feelings, and morality. Aesthetic
education, however, follows similar route of integration and aim while focusing
more on cultivating the ability to appreciate beauty. With the introduction of
methodology of artistic education, the teaching tactics become more concrete, rich,
and diversified. Hence, general education can achieve the establishment of

“complete character” when integrated with aesthetic education.

This paper will take the class “Chinese Art and Aesthetics” as example to
describe the practical application of aesthetic education. The homework,
“Observation of the Growth of Plants,” for example, is designed according to the
ideal of aesthetic education. It aims to cultivate six different categories of
knowledge in students: care of life, cultivation of personality and emotions, care of
society, care of natural environment, ability of literary creation, and ability of
artistic creation. These practices and homework are designed with an am to
cultivate compl ete character with intellect, feelings, and morality.

Keywords. general education, aesthetic education, holistic education
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