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The Issue of Animal Right from Laozi’s

“Yuh-Chung-Syh-Dah’ and Heidegger’s ‘das Gevier’

Ching-Long, Shieh
Professor, General Education Center, Nanhua University

Abstract

The Research of Animal Right is important about natural environment and life
education. There are two major issues: 1. Does animal have moral behavior? Or,
Can animal thinking about rationality? 2. How should human to do with animal? Or,
Are animals a moral responsibility to human? Unfortunately we have no conclusion
or common view from the history of animal right. Therefore, This research attempt
to confer animal right from Laozi’s “Yuh-Chung-Syh-Dah’ and Heidegger’s ‘das
Gevier’. “Yuh-Chung-Syh-Dah’ is a view in chapter 25 of “Tao Te Ching” (“Laozi”).
The mean is ‘in the universe there are four that are great’. Therefore the Tao is great;
Heaven is great; Earth is great; and the (sage) king is also great. Another,
Heidegger’s ‘das Gevier’ believes that sky, earth, god, and man are closely linked.
So, Human takes his law from the Earth; the Earth takes its law from Heaven;
Heaven takes its law from the Tao. The natural law of the Tao is its being what it is.
The rest may be deduced by analogy. We understand that we must give up

subjective thought. Animal right is a inter-subjective thought for life education.

Keywords : Laozi, Yuh-Chung-Syh-Dah, Heidegger, das Gevier, Animal Right
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