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The Enlargement of the East Asia Summit
and Its Implications for Regional
Integration in East Asia

Chang, Hsin-Yi

(Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of European Studies, Nanhua University)

Abstract

Being held for the first time as a pan-East Asian dialogue forum in
2005, the East Asia Summit deals with broad strategic, political and
economic issues with the aim of promoting peace, stability and economic
prosperity in East Asia. Following its enlargement to include the US and
Russia in the Sixth East Asia Summit as official member states, many
questions have been raised. Would the enlargement of EAS membership
harm the EAS itself, and thus paving the way for the revival of ASEAN+3
as the main vehicle of East Asian community? Would this enlargement
reduce the significance of the East Asian community and thus impair the
emerging New Regionalism in East Asia? What are its implications for the
existing cooperation patterns underway in East Asia? By exploring the
nature of the EAS and the effects of the EAS Enlargement, this paper seeks
to answer these questions proposed above and hopefully could be served as
a foundation for future policy researches of Taiwan’s East Asian policy.

Keywords: East Asia Summit (EAS), regionalism, regional integration,
East Asia.
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