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Between the World Wars
Chinese-German Relations:
1919 to 1941-1945

Yu Ho-Fang”

Abstract

This study on the history of German-Chinese relations is
part of a larger research and book project in cooperation with the
Graduate Institute of European Studies, Nanhua University
Taiwan, and the Dolphin Foundation for Science and Culture
Malta. The project is ongoing until 2014; the task of the project
is the scientific research and historiographical representation of
the history of German-Chinese relations from the beginning of
diplomatic Relations 1861 to the present day. The scopes of the
study are in addition to the diplomatic political events the
economic relations as well as cultural exchange and military
security.

This study provides an overview of the period from 1919
to 1941-1945, in the period after the First World War to the
Second World War, the approximation restart after the First
World War leads to the Sino-German agreement on May 20,
1921, the historic first contract that China has signed with a
Western nation on the basis of equality of both sides. Section A
represents the relation 1919-1927, in the period of the Beijing
government and the warlord period before the Northern
Expedition of the Kuomintang, The diplomatic relations
between Germany and China existed at that time to the
government in Beijing, as all other states did. As to the
government in Canton there were unofficial contacts. After the
Northern Expedition in 1928, Germany was the first European
states with diplomatic recognition of the National Government
in Nanking. The second period deals with the relations of

" Senior Research Fellpe, College of Social Science, Nanhua University

193




BB

Germany to the Nanking government from 1928 until 1941. By
1937-1938 this was a time of close and intense German-Chinese
cooperation. From 1938 the German Empire, however,
approached to Japan. The German-Japanese alliance then lead to
the break with China and China declared war to Germany on
December 9, 1941. However, the German Empire had
diplomatic relations until 1945 with the Japanese puppet
government under Wang Jing-wei.

Keywords: History, Diplomatic Relations, Foreign and Security
Policy, Commercial Relation, Military Cooperation
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