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The Comparative Study of the Civil Society Development
of Taiwan, Mainland China and Hong Kong

Chia-Shan Su
Ministry of the InteriorDepartment of Scoial Affairs
moi0606@moi.gov.tw

Abstract

Under reviewing the historical contexts, Taiwan, Mainland China and Hong Kong choose different
modern models. This study firstly clarifies the developmental process of non-governmental organization
(NGO) through examining the political, economic and society transition. Moreover, this study discusses the
differences of civil society and future development.

Through employing the historical research approach, literature analysis and comparative research,
then study examines the development of NGO during the different periods, such as Taiwan abolished the
martial law, Mainland China’s economic reform and opening market, Hong Kong’s reunification in 1997.
This study also employs the depth-interviewing method to collect and summarize the opinions of ten
academics and practical expertise referred to the differences and future development of civil society among
Taiwan, Mainland China and Hong Kong.

There are many influencing factors to promote civil society, including political democracy, economic
development, business assistance, complementary and cooperation of partnership with the government and
enterprises. The society with highly civic and professional civil organizations would be the prerequisite
which gain the support of government, businesses and the public. Therefore, countries, enterprises and
society will become stronger and more civilization.

Compared with those indications of political democratization, economic liberalization, social
pluralism, highly citizen participation and well education, Taiwan is most likely to develop a civil society.
The development of Hong Kong is similar to Taiwan in the beginning stage. However, after the
reunification with the Mainland China in 1997, the political system of Mainland China influences the
democratization and restricts the development of civil society in Hong Kong. The development of civil

society in Mainland China is the weakest than Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Keywords: civil society, civil association, third sector, governance, social movements.
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