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Abstract

To fulfill philanthropic purposes or social missions, it is more often in Taiwan to adopt
the structure of Association or Foundation; in comparison, charitable trust is not a legal entity
but a contractual bond for such same objectives. The set up and the development of charitable
trust is still at an embryonic stage, despite the related legislature has been promulgated for
decades. This paper is therefore set to examine the current state of implementing charitable
trusts in Taiwan, with a comprehensive review covering the administrative, the legal, the tax
and the cultural aspects. We also analyze the similarities and differences between Taiwan and
other countries, to understand the potential of charitable trust in creating or safeguarding the
common interests. The paper concludes by highlighting the unique features of charitable trust
and exploring options to reduce the current administrative barriers in order to further promote

this alternative vehicle.
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