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Trends and States of Environmental Trust Development:

Reflection from Participating INTO

Sun, Hsiu-Ju

Director, Environmental Trust Center, Taiwan Environmental Information Association

Abstract

Environmental trust is one type of charitable trust, consign the environment to a trustable
person or organization and let professionals manage the environment to protect the natural are
cultural resources for public benefit. Taiwan Environmental Information Association (TEIA)
has been working to promote and to set an environmental trust since founded in 2000. In 2009,
to communicate with the international world, TEIA joined the International National Trust
Organisation (INTO) which has about 40 members worldwide. The conditions in Taiwan are
unfavorable for NGOs to hold and set an environmental charitable trust. TEIA tries to break
the limits by: 1)holding workshops and conferences, 2)arranging working holidays, 3)land
management with local communities, 4)writing and publishing articles, 5)cooperating with
international and local groups. Following the global trends of “Face the global issues and ask
the governments to deal with climate change” and “Held working holidays as a way for
people to experience different parts of the world” , this paper concludes by suggesting three
ways to break the barrier in implementing environmental trusts in Taiwan: strengthening
stakeholders communication, collaborating with the tourism industry to combine conservation
and tourism, and to manage the properties properly, and engaging the general public via more

information dissemination.

Key words: Charitable Trust ~ National Trust ~ Working Holiday ~ International National
Trust Organisation; INTO
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INTO Director, Oliver Maurice, visits conservation groups in Taiwan

Eart tHJ
6 .

(i) 757 g
Oliver Mauricevisited the Taiwan Environmental Information Association (for longer than anticipated given the air

chaos!) from 9-21 April. He gavedozens of presentations and interviews, attended the AGM of TEIA, meetings with

other NGOs and government officials, attended a wedding (!) and visited a number of properties.

The trip was organisedby TEIA as part of the groundwork being carried out before establishing a Taiwan National
Trust for the natural heritage.It would not have been possible without the full costs being met by financial

sponsorship and support in kind of a number of organisations.

The purpose of the visit was to support the TEIA in their endeavours: firstly to begin the process of founding a truly
National Trust for Taiwan; tohelp with the launch of the Pink Dolphin Trust to save this endangered species from
extinction; to act as an advocate to the people of Taiwan that environmental and cultural NGO’ s do have a 16le to
play in safeguarding their natural and cultural heritage; and to offer advice and support to various organisations

dealing with heritage issues.
ReadOliver’ s full reporthereand his (full!)programme.
Oliver also found the time to write aletterto the President of Taiwan about endangered costline.

The TEIA have translated 4 articles from their  ‘Environmental Trust'® handbook, which give important

background to the situation in Taiwan:

Plight of Natural Resources and Environmental Movement in Taiwan
Difficult point to be broken through

Efforts from everywhere

Regain the beauty of Formosa
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Hsiu-ju Sun, Executive Director of the Environmental Trust Centre, Taiwan

Growing up in the city, my connection with nature was ignited by a love of
bird watching during my college years. One summer, [ volunteered as an
ecological tour guide for Kenting National Park in Southern Taiwan. This
opportunity made me realise the importance and significance of environmental
education. Therefore I decided to study environmental education.

Upon graduation in 1997, I began my first job in an NGO called “The
Ecological Conservation Union” . This is a league consisting of more than 40
environmental and cultural related organizations which lobbies the legislative

bodies of government on environmental issues.

In 2006 I began working for theTaiwan Environmental Information Association

(TEIA)and later became the executive director of the Environmental Trust
Centre. My main responsibility is to promote the idea of an  “environmental trust” , a concept still very foreign to
Taiwanese society. Since its inception, TEIA has been promoting “information transparency” and “conservation
action” as two vital tools for positive social and environmental change. The Environmental Information Centre was

created in order to foster information transparency and also to carry out conservation action.

In order to learn about the practical implementation of the National Trust model, we visited theNational Trust in
Englandfor the first time in 2008. In the following years, we made further visits to various coastal and wetland
conservation projects in England and became acquainted with the International National Trust Organisation of which

we are now members.

In 2010, after a year of planning, TEIA along with the Taiwan
Environmental Protection Union and other organisations, started the
campaign “buy a share of land, save the Taiwanese Pink

dolphin” . We hoped to build on the National Trust spirit of public
participation and environmental justice by calling on people to
collectively purchase Dachen Wetlands, a stretch of coastal wetlands
rich in ecological and cultural significance, and to protect it from the

establishment of a petrochemical plant. Oliver Maurice, the director of

INTO, came to Taiwan to launch the campaign which has now been
going for almost a year and more than 60,000 people have agreed to purchase shares of the land to protect our

environment.
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