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Some Issues of Community Empowerment in the
Advent of Post-disaster Period

HuiMin Chen”

Abstracts

Due to Taiwan's geographical location and geological structure,
coupled with the influence of recent extreme weather and natural
disaster-prone, it had emerged new governance skills preventing from
disasters and let Taiwan enter the sphere proposed by the British
sociologist Anthony Giddens so-called "risk society”. However, the
"post-disaster reconstruction” is not the reconstruction by the end of
disasters, it is the duration for recovering action. | think that
"post-disaster" interpreted as "continuation of essence of disasters ” in
order to construct the semantic meaning on the disaster itself and the
various secular causes and consequences of environmental changes, and
let us figure out a new balance between man-made and natural
environments.

This article is based on the author's participatory experiences in
community empowerment for Morakot typhoon’s reconstruction. We want
to compare with the 921 earthquake and Morakot typhoon of nature and
policy and indicate some community empowerment issues in the advent of
post-disaster period: re-launching of writing village history’s dimension by
community disaster history and integrating into traditional ecological
knowledge (TEK); the dilemma of alienation between life and production
bases.

Keywords : post-disaster period ; recostruction/recovery ; community
empowerment

* Assistant Professor , Dept. of Architecture and Landscape Design /
Graduate Institution of Environmental Arts, Nanhua University
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