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The environmental and industry changes of Shiding settlement
in Chiayi county
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Abstract

This study is aimed to investigate the environment and industry changes of
Shiding settlement in Chiayi through field trip, data collection and in-depth
interviews. The GIS technique is also used to draw their living paths and nodes, and
then to identify the current status of their physical life space in use. This could be a
reference for future community development and planning.

The major results are as follows. (1) The cognition of community territory is
shaped by the former experience from residents’ daily living paths and the terrain
slope, which is different from administrative boundary line. (2) The current living
node in the community only attracts residents for a short stay therefore some other
public spaces should be built to gather the perception of residents. (3) The finding of
Capparis micracantha DC in the community demonstrates a northward movement of
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the plant, which is possibly caused by global warming. (4) The intensive cultivation
of tea plantation in the community caused the shortage of soil mineral substance and
resulted in difficulty in future tea cultivation. (5). The transformation of tea plantation
into agri-tourism farm deserves a try if local residents can take advantage of their
location, culture feature and landscape resources.

Keyword: environment change, industry change, GIS, daily living path, node
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