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A Content Studies of

Buddhist Renaissance Monthly and Modern Zen Magazine

Abstract

The lifting of Martial Law is an important stage for the study of Taiwan’s Buddhism
development. Under the influence by Yin Shun’s thoughts, The Society for Buddhist
Renaissance and Modern Zen Society were founded during the time when the Martial Law was
first lifted. They published Society for Buddhist Renaissance Monthly (1987.02-1994.01) and
Modern Zen Magazine (1989.02-1994.08) and a total of 1326 sample articles from these two

publications constitute the research subject of this dissertation.

This study aims to understand the composition of Society for Buddhist Renaissance
Monthly and Modern Zen Magazine’s content, as well as reflect the special significance of
Society for Buddhist Renaissance and Modern Zen Society in the development of Taiwan’s
Buddhism. Reformed content analysis and citation analysis are applied in the course of research

to achieve a comprehensive answer to the research question.

The research shows that Society for Buddhist Renaissance Monthly and Modern Zen
Magazine have different focus in content. Society for Buddhist Renaissance Monthly advocated
primitive Buddhism; emphasize the importance of practice and fulfilling The Four Arousings of
Mindfulness in daily life. Modern Zen Magazine focused more on organization’s news,

progress and such. The main figures in Society for Buddhist Renaissance are Thomas Chang,
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Zhang Ci-Tian and Wei Wei Chang. The magazine adopted the descriptive literary style. The
main figures in Modern Zen Magazine are Li Yuan-Song, Wen Jin-Ke and Lian Yong-Chuan.

The magazine adopted the narrative literary style.

Keywords: Society for Buddhist Renaissance Monthly, Modern Zen Magazine, Content Analysis,

Citation Analysis
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