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SUE AND THE DINOSAURS (bY TOBY)

Sue was a dinosaur.

He was a special dinosaur.

He can Kill bad dinosaurs.

Sharp teeth and claws.

\olcano.

Stop the lava.

It was a big asteroid that hit the earth.

All the dinosaurs died even Sue. (¥ [f_Toby ﬁ,ﬁj t_2007/02/09)
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Sue and Dinosaurs

Sue walked in a forest and he saw a dinosaur to be killed.

Sue put his giant claws and teeth. Sue killed the dinosaur. And he ate the

dinosaur.

The volcano was going to explore (erupt). The ash was going down.

Sue told to all the dinosaurs.

Sue put all the rocks he can find in the volcano. Then all of the dinosaurs found

the biggest rock and put it into the volcano. They lived happily after.

The End. (¥ % _Toby fi#sli_2007/03/15)
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Study on the Choice Time in an Early Childhood Gifted

Program in the United States of America

Wei-Ren Chen
Teacher, Taipei Mandarin Experimental Elementary School

Abstract

Choice is regarded as one of important teaching strategies for initiating intrinsic
motivation and fostering self-directed learning. The aims of this qualitative study are
to understand how educators in an early childhood gifted program designed activities
in the choice time, how adults interacted with young children and mediated their
learning, and young children’s growth through self-determination. The findings
indicate that activities in the choice time are designed adaptively in order to extend
young children’s learning and nurturing their task commitment. When adults
differentiated interaction with young children, they cultivated children’s
inquiry-orientated habits of mind by responding to self-directed learning needs,
participation as peers, and intentional direction. Young children gradually gained
capacities of autonomous self-regulation to deepen their interests and show creative
gamesmanship. Based on the research findings, practitioners in the early childhood
education are encouraged to reflect the meaning of choice in their practice. Then the
beauty of pedagogical fluidity will be presented; young children’s self-directed minds
will be enriched.

Keywords: early childhood gifted education, choice time, self-directed learning
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