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The Utilize of Taiwanese Proverbs in the Works of
Kang Yuan

Abstract

Kang Yuan is an author who combines "literary creativity," "the study
of the history of literature," and "the promotion of art and culture.”" Before
1984, his works were mainly of the romantic and sensitive variety. After
1984, Kang Yuan was inspired by the Taiwanese literature movement, and
decided to focus on his roots: the familiar yet somehow foreign area of
Taiwanese literature. Because he was concerned that Taiwanese literature
and culture was being lost, he endeavored to introduce Taiwanese folk
elements into his writings, hoping that through the medium of literature he
could help Taiwanese to be understood, and thus preserved. In this endeavor,
he has used the element of Taiwanese proverbs most often. In order to
deeply understand the content and context of the proverbs contained in Kang
Yuan's work, this thesis uses as a study sample Kang Yuan's fifteen works
which contain the most Taiwanese proverbs. This thesis analyzes the
following in relation to these sample texts: the amount of proverbs they
contain, the type of proverbs they contain, and the messages or lessons
conveyed by the proverbs. The aim of this analysis is to better understand
the literary devices contained within these proverbs as well as the function
of such devices. Finally, this thesis states a conclusion regarding the value
and efficacy of these Taiwanese parables.

The full text contains five chapters. The first one is the Introduction,
which mainly states the motivations, purposes, and sphere of the research, a
definition of terms, as well as looks back at previous research results.
Chapter Two presents Kang’s biography, and literary background. In
addition to containing his biography and his creative journey, this chapter
also lists awards he has received to show his great literary achievements.
Chapter Three tries to probe the quantity, varieties, and implications of the
Taiwanese proverbs in Kang’s works. Chapter Four elaborates on how Kang
uses Taiwanese proverbs in his works. These can be divided into four parts:
The first type is “direct quotations,” which contain a theme and then support
for that theme throughout the text, and “indirect quotations,” where different



parts of the proverb are introduced throughout the text according to its
positions and functions. The second part discusses “the diverse application”.
It is subdivided into seven kinds “dismantling, reduplication, lessening,
swopping, reversed order, integrated usage and acrostic”. The third part
discusses the word choices of Taiwanese Proverbs in Kang Yuan's work. The
fuorth part illustrates the functions and benefits of Taiwanese proverbs used
in Kang’s works. In the last, Chapter Five we make a final conclusion. This
chapter sums up the research results and proposes study limitations. In
addition, it also offers possible avenues for future research.

Keywords : Taiwanese > folk literature » Taiwanese proverbs > Kang
Yuan
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