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Abstract

This paper mainly discusses the evolution of thearfiFOng-Wi-Tsu” (TOWT)
ceremony (hereinafter called “Tiam-Tsu” (TT) cerempused in Taiwanese funerals. The
research is based on Penghu county funeral custoras effort to further understand the
evolution, its causes and impact on Taiwanese &lmaistoms. Traditionally, the Taiwanese
have always believed in the “Immortal Soul”. Afidgath, the “TT” ceremony is performed
in the belief that the spirit of the deceased wilbve into and remain in the “Deceased
Nameplate Tablet”, then the body is either buriedremated. This ceremony symbolizes the
demarcation point between life and death — thissfiamation of life is the key point to the
funeral ceremony. Due to ever changing social etiguand the passing of time, many
reverence ceremonies have been eliminated. Amdndhal “TT” ceremony is the most
commonly abandoned due to its meaning not beingptEiely understood. This has affected
people’s feelings towards the deceased and ldtetdecline of filial piety.

This thesis uses qualitative as the main method qurahtitative as the supportive
method. It is further supplemented with researadtudhent analysis, fieldwork, participant
observation, and interviews with experts. It ugBztwelve funeral cases and interviews with
seven “TT” officers for in-depth analysis. Basedtbe “TT” ceremony as the focal point,
this paper explores the differences, change antintoty among Taiwanese funeral traditions,
and Penghu county traditional and modern custonnsh&more, it uses all of the findings to
investigate the relationship between the “TT” cesagnand current ancestral honoring rites.
I hope through this study to enlighten people om gbbject of ancestral honoring rites, so
they are no longer “blind followers” who “do-as lidan’'t know why”. The goal is to provide
education on the heritage of traditional cultusnexially where there is insufficient coverage
in the current literature on the subject.

Keywords: Funeral Customs, Immortal Soul, “Tiam-Ong-Wi-TgrOWT) Ceremony,

“Tiam-Tsu” (TT) Ceremony, Worship
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