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Abstract

The South Korean song "Gangnam Style" and its music video have influenced popular
culture-worldwide since 2012. "Gangnam Style™ inspired my interest in the study of
South Korean fad phenomenon. With Joseph S. Nye, an American political scientist ,
pioneered the theory of soft power, it has been highly valued by more and more nations
world-widely to pay attention on the soft power of their culture industries. This study
is focus on the development of the soft power based on culture

globalization phenomenon, to discuss the future possibility of the soft power
development by government involving, also to explore the content and value of the
culture industry through the view of the soft power development.

South Korean people are with strong feature, it was benefited from South Korean
historical background. South Korean has experienced its industry transform by
government involving after the Asia financial crisis in year 1997. People in

South Korea strongly supported the government to develop its culture soft power. The
successful role play and policy implementation of South Korean government has
created a South Korean fad phenomenon among the Asian area and even continuing its
popularity world-widely. This study is based on two popular cases influence by the
South Korean fad phenomenon, using case study method to analyze the soft power of
South Korea through the impact of popularity of "Dae Chang Kum™ a Korean Drama
and the song "Gangnam Style" and its music video. The background reason and how
much influence of the county of South Korea now in the world by its economy, politics,
and culture power, has been discussed in this study as well.

Five conclusions of this study have been given; 1. The soft power can be developed by
its culture industry. 2, Government should play the role as a helper to the culture
industry. 3. The South Korean fad was formed by national consciousness and global
vision. 4. The South Korean national brands have benefited from the South Korean fad
phenomenon. 5. South Korea has become the "culture superpower™ in Asia area.

The suggestions based on the conclusions above will be as followings, 1, Deepen
cultural restructuring should be focus first before the developing of culture industry. 2.
Government should involve more in the global competition of culture industry. 3. The
exploration of the soft power requires integration and cultivation, correct policy
strategy and time will help the development of culture industry.



Comparing with other superpower nations in this world, Taiwan's "hard power" is very
limited. It will be a great advantage for Taiwan to develop its soft power. Taiwan owns
precious conditions, should be able to have its influence in global arena by its soft
power, only if by the fully acknowledge and efforts.

Keywords : South Korean fad, Soft Power, Cultural Industries
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