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Abstract

Since 1970s in Taiwan, economy has been growing and people have become richer and
richer, so there are more and more people devoted to the teaching of flower arrangement.
Who love flower arrangement and follow this trend get more. Flowers become a part of life,
such as in offering to gods or ancestors, decorating in funerals, wedding, people’s normal
life, or even people’s leisure life. “Flower Arrangement” written as “Kadou” in Japanese,
called as “lkebana,” implies that people convey their thoughts and present the transient
sense of beauty by arranging flowers. In Taiwan, Kadou, which became a vital way, for
high social class, to communicate with the others in the same social class, begins during
Japanese colonial period. After the Nationalist government settled in Taiwan, only few who
had ever studied in Japan or Japanese women who married Taiwanese men taught women
in high social class to arrange flowers. This becomes a fashion. What they teach and learn
most as well as what lasts longest is Ikenobo. However, those who learn and love Ikenobo
are not good at Japanese language and culture, so “Ikenobo lkebana” they learn is
fragmented. Not only in flower patterns but styles, they know how to arrange flowers but
they don’t know why. Aside from caring about external images, “Ikenobo ikebana” has
specific sense of beauty. This sense of beauty contains more profound life philosophy,
influenced by both their original belief and Buddhism, which includes the thoughts that are
quite different from people’s traditional thoughts in Taiwan, such as “impermanence,”
“kongji-empty silence,” leisurely quietness,” and “youxuan.” If we don’t understand the
unique sense of beauty hidden in Japanese humanity spirit, we can’t fully know “lkenobo
ikebana.” However, flower arrangement is a pat of our culture in Taiwan, yet not domain in
fashion. Until now, influenced by our traditional culture, the studies on the art of ikebana (.
e., the art of flower arrangement) mostly focus on Chinese art of ikebana. In order to
understand and promote multi-cultural development in our own society, the study on the
life beauty hidden and presented in Japanese lkenobo Kadou is necessary. For the sake of
achieving this goal, three aspects in this study are explored. Firstly, concerning Japanese
history and culture, how its original belief and Buddhism influence the formation of
Ikenobo Kadou is revealed. Secondly, explore the impact of the idea of Tian tai Japanese
Buddhism on the spiritual connotation of lkenobo Ikebana. Finally, as for aesthetics, the
thoughts of beauty and vitality hidden and shown in Ikenobo Kado are explored.

Keywords: Japanese culture, kadou, the art of ikebana, ikenobo, rikka
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