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The Implications of John Amos Comenius’ Teacher Image in Great

Didactic for Elementary School Teachers in Taiwan

Abstract

The image of teacher has been well established in Great Didactic by John Amos
Comenius in the 17th century. Here this study presents an introspection of the
predicament for current teachers in response to the educational reforms. It is hoped
that through the effort of the work, the flame of hope will be inspired and further

provide goals and aims for those who are currently employed or just the prospects.

In Great Didactic, the image of teacher has been described as two major categories
including educational ideas and professional practice. In the first section, Comenius
considered education as a kind of naturalism in which the effective teaching should
be natural gradual growth from simple to more comprehensive concepts. Education
must be allowed and equally applied to all human beings. Lifelong learning was
supported and developed based on morality. Furthermore, Comenius supposed
knowledge of science and culture is necessary for professional practice. Passion in
teaching, concerns for students, the usage of favourable learning methods and setting

themselves as the role model are all required for being a teacher.

Taken together, when a teacher recognises an education policy or a teaching practice
indeed benefits and results in great helps for their own students, it is then possible to
design the proper learning programme following the general guidelines. Although it is
difficult to reverse the consequence of educational reforms, teachers who work at the

first-line still can try their best to fill the cavity up and make the results successful.

Key Words: Great Didactic, Comenius, Educational Reform, Image of Teacher
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