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A Comparative Study of Factors Influencing Consumption
Behavior between New-immigrant Children and Non-immigrant

Children in Ershuei Township, Changhua Country, Taiwan

Ming-Tsan, Chen

(Thelnstitute of Sociology of Education, Nan Hua University)

ABSTRACT

This case study aimed to explore factors influencing consumption behavior of
new-immigrant children and non-immigrant children in Ershuei Township, Changhua
Country, Taiwan. Eleven new-immigrant pupils and six non-immigrant pupils
participated in this study. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were utilized to collect
data. Data were analyzed based on grounded theory. The research results showed the
following three main findings. First, the meaning and purpose of consumption
behaviors differed between new-immigrant pupils and non-new-immigrant pupils. For
example, because of the pursuit of peer recognition, new-immigrant children
demonstrated herd behaviors in consumption. In contrast, non-new-immigrant

children did not have such herd behaviors. Secondly, both class and ethnicity played a
role in influencing both group’s consumption behaviors, but class had a stronger effect.
Thirdly, children’s consumption behaviors were mainly shaped by family caregivers.

If the caregivers failed to teach their children how to buy things wisely, their children
would demonstrate weaker ability in their own consumption behaviors. Educational
implications of this study were discussed, too.

Keyword: the new-immigrant students, consumption behaviors, grounded theory,

class, herd behaviors
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