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The Infusion of Picture Booksin Character Education

in aKindergarten : Action Research

Abstract

This action research aimed to investigate young children’ s character program
about “respect and responsibility” by using picture books listening, discussion, role
playing, and so on. It also explored the teacher’s professional development in the
program. The researcher served as the classroom teacher. 25 young children
participated in this research for eight weeks. Data included teaching reflection
journals, classroom observations, co-teacher’ s feedback sheets, young children’s
artworks, character rating scale, etc. The results were as follows.

1. The young children improved their performance on respect : The young
children knew the meaning of respect. They paid attention in the class, followed the
rule, and improved their good manners. They learned to know that ridicule and bully
were not right. The character rating scale also showed young children’ simprovement
in respect.

2. The young children improved their performance on responsibility: The young
children knew the meaning of responsibility. They positively completed their
assignments, artworks, and tasks from the teacher. They improved their
self-management. However, their continuing strength in self-selection still needed to
be strengthened. The character rating scale showed young children’simprovement in
responsibility.

3. The teacher promoted her teaching reflection and professional development in
action research: The teacher reflected on her personal teaching from different

perspectives. She also enhanced her ability of curriculum design and othersin



profession.
According to the results, the researcher provided suggestions for teachers and

future research in the use of picture book in character education for young children.

Keywords: early childhood character education, picture books, action research
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