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Is Parents’ Participation Equivalent ?
Abstract

There are lots of literature and empirical studies about the effect of social capital
on students’ academic achievement. However, there is little about the categories and
the influence of the networking between parents and schools as referred in social

capital. Therefore, further analysis on this aspect is worth researching.

This research distinguished all kinds of parental participation in school affairs
into different levels, and compared the influence of each kind of parental participation
on schools (teachers). Based on the literature review, social capital could be inferred
different with different parental participation. Then, an investigation on the samples
drawn from the 5™ and 6™ graders in a large elementary school in Chiayi City was
conducted to examine the social capital represented by different parental participation

and the effects on their children’s linguistic achievement.

The result showed : 1) the students with better socio-economic status were more
likely to have better linguistic achievement; 2) those who had more siblings were
more likely to have worse linguistic achievement; 3) those whose parents had higher
educational expectation were more likely to have better linguistic achievement; 4)
those whose parents invested more time on them were more likely to have better
linguistic achievement; 5) those whose teacher and parents spent more time
communicating with each other were more likely to have worse linguistic
achievement; 6) there was no significant difference between the parents-children
interaction and their linguistic achievement; 7) PTA members’ children had better
linguistic achievement, but the linguistic achievement of the students whose parents

participated in teaching and labor volunteers showed no significant difference when
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compared with others, which meant the social capital of different parental

participation had different value on their children’s linguistic achievement.

Key words: social capital, parental participation, linguistic achievement
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