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Abstract

This study aims at examining the pluralism of publicity and the reason of the
growth of private altars in Taiwanese popular belief. MiTuo District of Kaohsiung
county, a rural area, is chosen as my research field. This study emphasizes that there
are inherent common characteristics among rising private altars, and the private altars
are developing diverse publicity. This research starts with a case study by analyzing
difficulties and environment, which the private altar is facing with for explaining what
factors have influences on the construction of publicity of the private altar. Then, the
researcher takes six private altars in MiTuo District as examples for studying their
developing conditions based on the point of view of their managers. Finally, six
publicity variables that may affect the construction and management of private altars
are proposed for demonstrating that the publicity of private altars is diverse. This also
shows that the publicity of belief community in the field of popular belief cannot be
conceptualized under the dualistic scheme. The results of this study can be
summarized as (1) the pluralism of publicity is emerging among private altars; (2) this
thesis outlines some essential reasons for the growth of private altars.

Keywords: MiTuo District, publicity, private altar, popular belief
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