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The Prose of Peng Chu-yu

Abstract

Graduate Student : Chi Ying-feng Advisor : Dr. Cheng Ting-koo
This paper discusses the prose collection of Peng Chu-yu (1926-2011) to

understand the influence of his life and living experiences on his work by means of
textual analysis and comparisons, and to probe into the intellectual and sentimental
aspects of his prose by exploring the thought connotations of his textual themes.
Secondly, this paper also attempts to explore the artistic representations of Peng’s
prose, and the significant influence of Peng Chu’s personal characteristics on his
writing style. While he as editor-in-chief at Yunlin Youth, he nurtured many young
artists by encouraging and guiding middle school students in creative writing. His
prose emits positive thinking and optimistic views of life, highly beneficial in
educational meaning and social meaning, making him one of the cornerstones in
shaping and enriching the Taiwanese literary circle.

This paper is organized into six chapters and 17 sections, each one presenting a
different aspect of Peng Chu-yu’s prose work.

Chapter 1 is the introduction, and consists of three sections, namely research
motive and purpose, literary reviews and discussions, and an explanatory section on
research scope and methods.

Chapter 2 contains an in-depth portrayal of the life of Peng Chu-yu, and is
divided into three sections. Topics discussed include the hardships of his childhood
years and how they have affected his entire life, become the substance of his writings,
and the backdrop for his revelations in life and in work.

Chapter 3 explores Peng Chu-yu’s prose topics, and includes four sections. The

four topic discussed in this chapter consist of the four stages in Peng Chu-yu’s own
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lifetime, and are respectively, “grief, joy, separation, and union,” “waiting in suspense

77 77 Lk

and wariness,” “spring breeze and rain,” “caring for society.” The subject content of
Peng Chu-yu’s prose is intricately tied to his personal growth and history, the topics of
his prose and the contents of his life, the greater era, and invaluable historical material,
all worth probing into, preserving and treasuring.

Chapter 4 is dedicated to the intellectual and sentimental writings in Peng
Chu-yu’s prose, and is divided into two sections, intellectual, and sentimental. Peng
Chu-yu is an upright, patriotic man whose sense of social justice and reports of just
measure and acts pervaded his “intellectual” works. On the other hand, he also
possessed a “sentimental” side in which his expressed “love” in his longings for
family and friends, cares for society and encouragements for the youth of his day. In
the seven subtopics in this paper, on the intellectual side there are “the correct study
mindset,” “the value of life,” “love for your country and people,” and “journalistic

LR AN1Y

literature,” and on the sentimental side, “stories of human kindness,” “stories on
amusing things,” and “letters to my stepmother.” Textual analysis was conducted on
these seven subtopics, and textual examples were quoted to delineate the thought
connotations and references of Peng Chu-yu’s prose.

Chapter 5 regards the artistic representations of Peng Chu-yu’s prose, and is
divided into 5 sections. His work is “simple and unadorned,” “humorous and
optimistic,” just like his person, and the vitality and positive effect stemming from his
optimistic writings and thought are in themselves ample material for social education.
His artistic representations of “newly forged words and phrases” as well as his use of
“techniques of the novel,” demonstrate his dedicated intent, and it is from this vantage
point that the unique traits and artistic style are discussed.

The conclusion presents the personal characteristics and artistic styles of Peng

Chu-yu’s prose are presented in conjunction with the research results from each

Vi



chapter to yield a comprehensive summary and evaluation. The aim is to substantiate
the value and meaning of Peng Chu-yu’s prose in terms of literary contribution, as

well as his standpoint and influence in Taiwanese literature.

Keywords: Peng Chu-yu, Peng Hsu, prose, Doliou literature, Yunlin literature
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