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Study on the Effectiveness of Carrying Out Character Education

in Kindergarten
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Study on the Effectiveness of Carrying Out Character

Education in Kindergarten

Abstract

This study aims at finding out the general situation of character education
curriculum implemented in kindergartens and the effectiveness of implementation. With
the five core capabilities of character education - “honesty”, “trust”, “kindness”,
“thank fulness” and “endurance” — as the focuses of learning, general teaching methods
were adopted, for example, guided story reading, role playing, drama performance and
dilemma discussion, and data were collected by means of evaluation and interview. A
total of 105 young children in a private kindergarten in the coastal area of Yunlin County
were chosen as the subjects of the study. Character education was delivered once every

two weeks in one academic year, and 20 minutes per session.

The “Character Scale for Young Children” was used as the research tool, and
evaluation on the young children was done before and after the character education. The
data collected were processed quantitatively for statistical analysis, to find out if young
children’s character capabilities improve after the implementation of the character
education program, and to understand the differences in character capabilities of young
children with different background (sex, grade), as well as to analyze the situation
relating to young children’s performance in character capabilities after learning the five
character values. Finally, qualitative study was conducted by means of interview with
the teachers and by recording the teachers’ reflection and thoughts. Research results of
this study are:

1. Young children’s character capabilities improved after the teaching.

2. No significant difference on young children’s character capabilities was shown in sex,
while significant difference was shown in grade: better results after teaching than
before.

3. The five character capabilities (honesty, trust, kindness, thankfulness, endurance)
show positive correlation in young children.

Keywords: kindergarten, character education, core character values
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