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Abstract
The physical examination of abdomen had played an important role
in Chinese medicine. There are lots of ancient literatures about the
physical examination of abdomen. In recent decades, however, it is out of
spotlight of the mainstay of Chinese medicine, which focuses merely on
vague interpretation of pulse condition, but pays little attention on

concrete manifestation of abdominal representation.

The physical examination of abdomen has it unique value on clinic
diagnostics, and  therefore  provides a solid support of

“prescription-syndrome” correlation.

“Shang-Han-Lun,” one of the four classics of Chinese medicine, is
the first comprehensive writing of clinical investigation. The physical
examination of abdomen was thoroughly elaborated in “Shang-Han-Lun”
and its applications on differential diagnosis and prescription is the

essential of Chinese medicine.

However, because “Shang-Han-Lun” is an ancient literature and

there are many mistakes, it is hard for modern people to understand.

Throughout the history of “Shang-Han-Lun,” no one has ever
thoroughly explained the physical examination of abdomen. This thesis is
based on the 398 articles of Sung Version, 103 articles of recorded
physical examination of abdomen. Also, “Zhong-Jing” and “Kang-Ping”



version are fully investigated. Different from the illustrations of previous
work, this thesis first demonstrates clinical color photos with detailed
explanation. Moreover, we solve problems in ancient literature of the
physical examination of abdomen and paves the way for future clinical

applications.

Key words: Shang-Han-Lun, Physical Examination of Abdomen,

Diagnostics in Chnese Traditional Medicine
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