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Study on The Salvation Ritual “Da- xie -Pen” of Shi Sect —

Taking The Shi Jiao Groups in Nantou County For Example
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Study on The Salvation Ritual “Da- xie -Pen” of Shi Sect —
Taking The Shi Jiao Groups in Nantou County For Example

Abstract

Salvation rituals play an important role in Taiwan funerals. If the person is
female and have given birth to babies, the bereaved make the request to Shi Jiao
masters to do the ritual “Da- xie -Pen”and it is because people believe women’s
period blood and the blood in childbirth will disgrace the earth and dishonor the
deities, which result in the punishment on the female to have herself soak in blood
pools in hell. Her sons and daughters drink the water in xie -pen bowl in Da- xie -Pen
ritual and the ritual will prevent the dead from blood pool hells, have her free from
guilt and lead her sooner to Paradise of the West. In the ritual, the Shi Jiao masters
display the ritual as a drama so it is easy to understand the meaning of the ritual.

Besides literal studies, interviews and field studies are also adopted. Shi Jiao
masters in Nantou County and the bereaved of the dead will be interviewed and the
procedures of Da- xie —Pen ritual will be detailed recorded. The ritual has thorough
version and simplified version and it depends on the request of the bereaved.

The study is to analyze the concepts of religions, such as Buddism, Taoism, Folk
Religion, and Christianity, on women’s period blood and to introduce the procedures
of Shi Jiao funerals, and to learn the classics of xie -pen, the story of “Mulian saving

his mother” and the meanings of the ritual.

Key words: Shi Jiao, funeral salvation rituals, Da- xie -Pen, Mulian, Nantou County
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