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A study of the thought of repentance in the Tiantai of the
"Sutra of Golden Light" - Zhiyi, Zunshi, Chihli as the Center
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Abstract

Repentance of Chinese Buddhism, originated from the Jin Dynasty, the
burgeoning Northern and Southern Dynasties. Since the Southern Liang, the
Mahayana sutras, such as "parinirvanasatra", "Sutra of Prajnaparamita”,
"Lotus Sutra", "Sutra of Golden Light", "Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment", "Sutra
of Medicine Master", "Ksitigarbha-pranidhana-satra", recorded confession and
praise Buddha content into Repentance popular in various forms, resulting in a

lot of praise and ceremony of repentance.

Since the Sui Dynasty Zhiyi, to Tang and Song period, regardless of the
Tiantai, or other denominational ritual of repentance, the "Repentance Ritual of
Saddharmapundarika Samadhi" form of organization generally adopted.
Visible organization of the Tiantai of Repentance, gradually formed a
repentance rituals fixed pattern. Song Dynasty Tiantai of Repentance ritual
with innovation and play, but still follow the traditional Tiantai repentance
method of teaching concept of ideological basis, the development of the
different appearance of repentance rituals, was Tiantai Chihli, Zunshi, Chi-pan,
etc., are inherited the legacy of the Zhiyi pleasing method that Bowing
repentance is an important practice to attend meditation and insight, so special
attention to the ritual of repentance. Repentance is popular, but the Tiantai of
the monks' repentance rituals still the combination of meditation and insight,
the achievements of Mahayana ideal for the main purpose, still is Zhiyi
repentance in terms of ultimate truth and practice one mind the principle of
sophisticated to practice repentance, that is, attached considerable importance

to observe the mastery of wisdom, and the rites of the organization almost ten



subjects endowed, and generally to observe the "breach in Nirvana, along in
life and death of the ten heart, and the violation of life and death, along to
Nirvana’s ten heart" as a method of repentance, but also will repentance to

expand to five repentance rituals.

Tiantai is "Mahaprajfiaparamitasastra" and "Lotus Sutra" as a basis by
the theory, however, the "Sutra of Golden Light" in Tiantai practice have an
important position, this by not only involved in Debate on within the Song
Dynasty Tiantai cases, at the same time also very able to highlight the
characteristics of the Tiantai repentance rituals. By the spindle of repentance
and protect the country, including repentance thought especially
Dharmaksema of the translation of the "Sutra of Golden Light Sequence Items
" that is to say the purpose of the classics, the Repentance Items more explicit
description of the Golden Light repentance famennian, others such as the Four
King Items, Merit God ltems, Sarasvati Items also have a clear method rituals.
Zhiyi according to the "Sutra of Golden Light "produced repentance and
meditation both, integration of repentance in terms of ultimate truth and
practice, Gods as the center, belonging to the non-walk non-sit the Samadhi of

"Golden Light Repentance Dharma".

Chinhli in accordance with the "Suvarnaprabhasottama-satra" by the
production "the most excellent repentance ritual", its main feature is the five
regret said. Zunshi is added the Zhiyi "Golden Light Repentance Dharma"
Rituals insufficient to re-express the scattered food, recite the mantra,
establish intended to please and experience things the concept of wisdom

practice repentance principle, produced the "Golden Light Repentance



Dharma Subsidy Ritual". In order to understand exactly what Zhiyi, Chihli,
Zunshi with the three system repent concept between inheritance and
innovation, to understand its ideological features and content, so this theory
test from repentance ideological origins, commentaries and text of the "Sutra
of Golden Light", and Zhiyi, Chihli, Zunshi related to repentance would have to
explore, to clear this through repentance thinking into the context of the overall

process of repentance ritual.

Keywords: Sutra of Golden Light, repentance, Zhiyi, Repentance Dharma,
Chihli, Zunshi, Calming and Contemplation, breach in Nirvana,
along in life and death of the ten heart, and the violation of life and

death, along to Nirvana’s ten heart, five repentance rituals
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