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Abstract :

Numerous stone buildings made of local materials were scattered around
Taiwan. Its existence and value were often ignored. However, while its
structure and technology were imbedded deep into the culture, the tradition
could not be carried on as the industrialization of the society progressed.

So far, due to the fact that more masonry structures were found in
Penghu, Matsu and Kinmen in Taiwan, therefore there was more relevant
research done in these areas. In contrast, the masonry culture on the island
of Taiwan had not been discussed widely in literature.

There were three aspects to this study. Firstly, the study aimed to
investigate the background, available building resources, architecture types as
well as culture implications of the Taiwanese stone being used in masonry
construction.  Secondly, this study aimed to investigate the technology used
for masonry construction from culture and social prospective. For example,
in attempt to adapt to an environment and society that were deficient in
resources, the society had developed masonry technology based on their daily
needs and utilized available materials such as land, terraces, ponds, stone
houses, split hom and stone beliefs. Thirdly, the study aimed to investigate
the knowledge system of the traditional masonry construction methods.

It was hoped that by addressing the cultural assets of the native theme,
this research would provide a rough foundation of masonry structures on
Taiwanese stone.

Keywords:traditional building > Hakka - Bo-kan > Techtonic Culture » Stone
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