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From Tension to Smoothness
- the Washington-Beijing-Taipei Triangle
Relations in the Chen Shui-Bian and Ma

Ying-Jeou Period
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Abstract

The United States and the Peoples Republic of China are two of the most important
countries in the world. Because of the historical and geographic reasons, the
development and future of Taiwan was and will be deeply influenced by the
U.S.-China-Taiwan triangle relations. The purpose of this research tries to analyze
and compare the complicated relations U.S.-China-Taiwan triangle relations during
the Chen Shui-Bian and Ma Ying-Jeou governments. By adopting the strategic
triangle model, this study finds that during the Chen’s government, the U.S.-Taiwan
relations were very good in the beginning of the Bush administration, and the Bush
administration see the PRC as strategic competitor. After the 911 terrorists attack of
New York, however, the Bush administration changes its national security strategy,
and also changes its China policy accordingly. Meanwhile, because of the
irresponsible electoral strategies and manipulations, the US-Taiwan and the
cross-strait relations are tension in the end of Chen’s administration. After Ma
Ying-Jeou taking over the presidential office, his mainland policy is welcomed by the
US and the PRC simultaneously. Therefore, the triangle relations are in the best
situation since 1949, and the US-Taiwan and the PRC-Taiwan relation are smoother

during Ma’s government than Chen’s government.

Keyword: Strategic Triangle, US-Taiwan Relations, the Cross-Strait Relations,
Sino-US Relations,
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' Francis Fukuyama ,The End of History and the Last Man (New York :Free Press,1992)pp.3-18.
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L RN N (W s i Eﬂé}’jl[ﬁ fE 2 fH R M BV EE 57 > Bruce Russet , Grasping the Democratic
Peace(Princeton : Princeton University Press,1993). Tony Smith , America’s Mission :The United
State and the World Wide Struggle for Democracy in Twentieth Century (Princeton : Princeton
University Press,1994).Strobe Talbltt ,Democracy and the National Interest , Foreign Affairs,Vol.75 ,
No0.6,1996, pp.47-63.
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' William Clinton , National Security Strategy of the U.S.1994-1995:Enlargement and Engagement
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2! Samuel P. Huntington , “The Clash of Civilization? Foreign Affairs, Vol.72, No.3, pp. 22-49.
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3 David Frown, “The Righter than Newt”, The Atlantic Monthly , March 1995, pp. 81-95.
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