The Multicultural Education Cognition of
Elementary School Teachers and the Experience
of Teaching New Immigrant Children in Remote
Townships : Reconsider the Viewpoint of Cultural

Deprivation
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the population of school-aged children of new immigrant is
rapidly growing, elementary school teachers are the first to get exposure to
multicultural environment, therefore more and more emphasis needs to be placed on
multicultural education. The instructors definitely are the ones who play important
roles to promote multicultural education, and whether the elementary school teachers
possess a multicultural viewpoint in leading these "New children of Taiwan" is an
issue of concern.

This study was conducted by qualitative and in-depth interviews.
Semi-structured interviews to six teachers of remote elementary school supplemented
by participant observations were performed and the data was further analyzed in
reconsideration of the viewpoint of cultural deprivation. The analysis was done in
several aspects: teachers’ education experience to children of new arrivals, teachers'
cognition and awareness of multicultural education, the ways that the teachers look at
learning and adaptation of new immigrant children in the viewpoint of cultural
deprivation.

The results of this study are as the followings: (1) Teachers' lack of awareness of
multicultural education. (2) Teachers try to meet the learning needs of the children of
new immigrants in the viewpoint of “cultural deprivation”. (3) The lack of teaching
time and lack of appropriate teaching materials hinder the implementation of
multicultural education. (4) Most teachers carry out a multicultural teaching based on
the textbook.

Finally, according to the results of this study, we provide our recommendations

to teachers, schools, educational authorities, as well as future researchers as reference.

Keywords: Multicultural education, New immigrant children, Cultural deprivation
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