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Study on the Literary Development of Gukeng Township

Abstract

Although Yunlin County has its local annals, it is still unabridged; and because of
the 921 earthquake, it is more difficult for Gukeng Township to write its own annals.
Without annals, it would be difficult for the people of a region to pass down their
cultural heritage so as to pave way for the future.

Being a citizen of Yunlin County, | find it an obligation to help reserve its cultural
heritage, so as to help other people know more about the geography, history and
humanity their hometown. By knowing our hometown'’s origins and position, we
would cherish more about our public assets.

This study use ethnographical research along with content analysis, analyzing
biographies, text and historical documents. Literature in annals can be categorized
into traditional literature, contemporary literature and folk literature. However, the
categorization in this study, was based on Chiayi County’s literary annals edited by
Professor Bao-chai Jiang. They are: classical literature; subaltern literature; and
contemporary literature. These categories are classified according to genres instead
of timeline.

However, because Gukeng is an agricultural county, the ancestors and later
generations of Gukeng do not place importance on preserving the literatures. Even if
authors or their descendants were found, their works, particularly classical literatures,
were mostly incomplete, destroyed or damaged. Another reason for this deficiency is
that Taiwan had been run in the reins of different government in a short term of time.
As the number of literatures and works from literati are limited, the introductions of
authors were sequences according to their birth date, rather than the publication
date of their works. Moreover, the authors were further categorized as either natives
of or related to Gukeng.

Classical literatures includes Shi Poetry, Ci Poetry, Qu Poetry, Fu (Prose Poetry),
and the main theme of the data collected in this study is Shi Poetry from Han dynasty.
Subaltern literature comprises of folk proverbs, temple couplets and legends.
Contemporary consist of contemporary poetry, prose and children’s literature. This
study collected data extensively, and emphasizes on the searching and examining of
these literatures.

This study is divided into six chapters. First is the introduction, including

motivation of the study, research method and scope, literature review and the



framework of the study. The second chapter introduces the nature and humanities of
Gukeng Township, and is categorized into its geography, history, culture and
education and local religion. The development of classical literature of Gukeng
Township is presented in the third chapter, which is divided into its background,
literary environment and biography authors and introduction to their works. This
study also analyzed the theme and characteristics of classical works related to
Gukeng and included them in this chapter. Chapter four introduces the development
of contemporary literatures, including the background of the era, its literary
environment, authors’ biographies and works, authors’ wiring theme and
characteristics. Chapter five is the development of subaltern literature, including the
arrangement of legendary stories, Gukeng’s local proverbs, songs and local literature.
Moreover, the study also analyzes the content of local temple couplets, including
inscriptions. Finally, the sixth chapter is the conclusion.

This study arranged and organized Gukeng Township’s authors and related
materials, in hope that it would be of help to the writing of the literary annals of
Gukeng Township in the future.
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