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Preschool teachers’ and parents’ perceptions of children presenting
behavior problems
Abstract

This research was aimed to examine preschool teachers’ and parents’ perception of
children with behavior problems and the factors that may influence teachers’ and
parents’ attitudes toward children with behavior problems. 300 preschool teachers and
parents completed the survey. Results from the regressional analyses revealed that
preschool teachers with more teaching experience were more likely to spot withdrawal
children than those with less experience. Additionally, while teachers with less
experience were more likely to seek help from their boss for child behavior problems,
experienced teachers were more likely to seek information from books or websites.
Moreover, this study also found that preschool teachers majored in early childhood
education and related areas were more likely to spot withdrawal children, and yet they
were less likely to seek help from colleagues for child behavior problems. Gender
differences were observed in preschool teachers’ attitudes toward children with behavior
problems. Specifically, preschool teachers reported more distressed in handling boys
presenting behavior problems; however, they were less likely to seek counseling, books
or websites for boys with behavior problems.

Regarding factors influencing parents’ perceptions of children with behavior
problems, results from the regressional analyses found that parents with higher
education were more likely to seek help from colleagues, books or websites for child
behavior problems. Gender differences were also observed in parents’ attitudes toward
children with behavior problems. The current findings suggest that parents were less

likely to seek help from family, books or websites for boys with behavior problems.
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