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The Perceptions and Practices of 

Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s Action in 

Medieval China 

Yao-Min Zeng 

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, National Taiwan University 

Abstract 

The “Bodhisattva Never Disparaging” chapter of the Lotus Sutra 
describes how Bodhisattva Never Disparaging treated people he met, 
and how he believed that all sentiment beings shall succeed in 
becoming buddhas. Why and how Bodhisattva Never Disparaging 
believed that all sentiment beings shall succeed in becoming buddhas? 
How did Chinese monks perceive Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s 
action and make different interpretations about that? And how did 
they practice the spirits of Bodhisattva Never Disparaging? 

    Chinese monks’ perceptions of Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s 
action had different stages and perspectives. In the beginning, as the 
Lotus Sutra says, the reason all sentiment beings shall succeed in 
becoming buddhas lied on their practicing the bodhisattva path. The 
Sutra doesn’t say Buddha nature that could also see in the Daosheng 
and Fayun's commentaries. Later, the Treatise on the Lotus Sutra 
explains that all sentiment beings shall succeed in becoming buddhas 
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because they all have the Buddha nature, which then was followed by 
other Chinese monks, including Zhiyi, Jizang, Kuiji, and Xinxing. 
Based on the beliefs that all sentiment beings shall succeed in 
becoming buddhas and have the Buddha nature, the Chinese monks 
had different views and focuses when they interpreted Bodhisattva 
Never Disparaging’s action. For instance, Xinxing focused on practice 
and claimed human being’s evil part in the Buddhist practice, Kuiji 
suggested only some specific class of sentiment beings rather than all 
sentiment beings have Buddha nature to succeed in becoming 
buddhas. 

    Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s action is one of the practices of 
the Three Stages Teaching, but it is hard to find believers of the Three 
Stages Teaching practice the related action. The only cases we found 
are Demei and Duanfu. Demei was a disciple of the Three Stages 
Teaching, practicing Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s action in the 
doctrine of the Three Stages Teaching. Duanfu’s practice of 
Bodhisattva Never Disparaging’s behavior might be influenced by the 
diffusion of doctrine and practice of the Three Stages Teaching as the 
Tang Emperor Xuanzong destroyed the Three Stages Teaching that 
forced them started interacting with other assemblies.  

 

Keywords: Bodhisattva Never Disparaging, Zhiyi, Jizang, Kuiji, 
Xinxing, Three Stages Teaching 


