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A Rearch on Folk Costume Culture of
the Tang Dynasty through “Su Wu Yao
Ming Lin”

Hung I-Fang

Associate Professor, Center for General

Education, National Penghu University.

Abstract

There have been a great number of literary classics and
documents remarking on the costumes of the Tang Dynasty for
centuries. However, most of them put their emphases on the
costumes of the upper class while few talked about folk costumes.
Among them, the dictionary of Dun-Huang manuscript “Su Wu Yao
Ming Lin” can not only be served as a valuable material in
education and language, but also an extremely good material that
could actually reflect the folk costume culture of the Tang Dynasty.

The subjects of this study are vocabularies of costumes,
including men’s wear, women’s wear, colored silks and silk
clothing preserved in “Su Wu Yao Ming Lin”. This study firstly
explains time and nature of “Su Wu Yao Ming Lin”, then collates

e ITTL



and records the vocabularies of costumes. Further, this study aims
at the following costume cultures and discusses them, which are the
cultural blending of Hu and Han, the open ethos of women, the
progress of aesthetic and the various dress materials. At the same
time, this study would like to discuss the background formed by
folk costume cultures in Dun-Huang area of the Tang Dynasty. This
study expects to reappear the real appearance of the Tang Dynasty’s
folk costume cultures by this way, making up for the shortage of the
folk costumes recorded in descendant literatures to highlight its
important role and value of filling the gaps in the history of Chinese
costume cultures.

Keywords : Dun-Huang “Su Wu Yao Ming Lin” Tang Dynasty
folk costume culture
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