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Writing without Writing — Writing
Style of the Spring and Autumn Annals
in the Dream of Red Chamber

Lin Su-Wen

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese
Literature, Huafan University

Abstract

The writing skills of The Dream of the Red Chamber have
always been the focal points of research in Redology (the study of
The Dream of the Red Chamber). Though some discussions have
appeared in sporadic essays, there are few focal points of discussion
on the creation method of “Writing without writing.”
Notwithstanding, comments by Zhi Yanzhai indicated that “this
method has been widely adopted,” and it is evident that “Writing
without writing” is the most important spirit of writing in The
Dream of the Red Chamber. Zhi Yanzhai mentioned ”"Writing style
of the Spring and Autumn Annals” and “Lettering of the Spring and
Autumn Annals” applied by Cao Xueqin, the author of classic The
Dream of the Red Chamber, in commentaries, and it’s clear that
“Writing style of the Spring and Autumn Annals” is the writing
principle for The Dream of the Red Chamber.
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In view of the preceding problem awareness, this essay aims to
clarify the connotations of “Writing without writing” and “Writing
style of the Spring and Autumn Annals” and the correlations based
on the clues commented by Zhi Yanzhai. This essay also draws the
outline of writing styles for “Writing style of the Spring and
Autumn Annals” of The Dream of the Red Chamber: (1) Multiple
resonance: Delineate other images rather than the leading roles; (2)
Mainly talk about passion: write leisure rather than current events;
(3) Damn with faint praise: satirize the praise of “Writing without
writing” and (4) Real events and make-up words: hide the real
events and make up words.

KeyWord: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Writing without
Writing, Writing style of the Spring and Autumn
Annals, Writing Therapy, Zhi Yen Zhay
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