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A Look at The Research of the Terroir Poetry in
Poems of Tao Village from Anatomy of Criticism:

Four Essays

Yi-Zhong Zhong

Abstract

According to the context of Chen Chao-Hsing’s Poems of Tao Village, we may
find some clues of the poet’s life, just like the changes of the seasons. As a prototype
to analyse the terroir parts which contains poems about fields, gardens and
landscapes, and also to compare the differences of the poetic rhythms in the poems
with those in Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays, which is written by Northrop Frye.
We try to discovery the backgrounds and stories of the contemporary scholars and

students, which lives in “The Age of Fields and Gardens Literary”.

The writing background of the context is Qing dynasty, or to be more precise,
is from the second year of Xianfeng's reign(1852) to the second year of Tongzhi's
reign(1863). Generally speaking, Poems of Tao Village is divided into two sections:
front sections and back sections. Now for the reason to more carefully and more
precisely analysis, we are trying to take the context into consideration of new divide.
Those finished before the tenth year of Xianfeng's reign(1860) are classified as front

sections, including the first , the second, the third, the fourth, and the fifth parts of




the full poems. In the front sections, the poems Four Chant of Spring Fields and
Four Chant of Fall Fields in the second parts are seemed as a divide, classify the
front sections into the first phase and the second phase. The others finished after the
eleventh year of Xianfeng's reign(1861) are classified as back sections, including
the sixth to eighth parts of the full poems. In the back sections, before the poems
Memory the Residence and Random Feelings in the seventh part are seemed as a
divide, classify the front sections into the third phase and the fourth phase. Because
of the four phases, we can mention the poems and Anatomy of Criticism: Four

Essays in the same breath.

On the side of poetic rhyme and emotions, Four Chant of Spring Fields is
associated with spring, the first essay of the Fyre’ s theory. With Four Chant of Fall
Fields as its representitive, summer symbolizes the context of the poems. Fall is
represented by Random Feelings of Mountain Living, for its sorrows and pains. As
to winter, the Sentiment Expresses which uses lots of Du’s poems may be seemed as
representation, to demonstrate the mockery, not only to the world, but to himself,
also. In the end of the poems, Just Return Home after the War, a series poems, we
can experience the poet’s sorrows about losing home and country, and all his efforts
go down the drain. That is, we can guess the reason why the poet composing eight

parts of Poems of Tao Village.

*Keyword: Poems of Tao Village, Period of Fields and Gardens Literary,Northrop
Frye Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays, the Terroir Poems,Du’s
recombined Poems, Phenomenon of rhyme, Paradise Lost, Cease

writing after capturing the Kirin.
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