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Respective “Sex” ? :

Different Treatment of Sexual Motif as Expressed by Male

and Female Artists in 90’s of Taiwan

Yu-Chieh Chang

Department of Arts and Design The Master Program of Education and Creation,
National Hsinchu University

Abstract

Sexual motif has been no more a taboo and expressed without restrictions by
contemporary artists, which usually subverts the traditional moralities in an
important way. From 80’s on Taiwanese female artists try to arise “gender
consciousness” of contemporary art while treating such motif under oppression and
by metaphorical means. After the 90’s, the emphasis from enhancing gender
consciousness to emphasizing self-consciousness makes it necessary that the
expression of sexual motif should not only include female’s angles, but mean
masculine viewpoint as well. For the rising of feminism, our society meets with
conscious association of women artists against sexual inequalities, which in turn
making sexual motif aesthetic prevalent in women artists’ hands. This article
attempts to analyze both male and female artists’ concepts and expressive means,
probing into their different social constructions and as to see next step, how they
interprete sexual motif with different perspectives .
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