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Media representation of college students
and audience analysis of the variety
show “University”

Ting-Yu, Chen; Chih-Yuan, Chang
{ Abstract)

After ten years of reformation on the educational system in Taiwan, the number
of colleges has been soaring. Almost every young adult goes to the college and get a
diploma. The quality of the college students have been questioned and criticized
recently, and these people have been portrayed with negative images in the media,

especially the news.

The variety show “University” started to broadcast at CTI television in 2007. It is
a program aimed at college students. A couple dozens of college students were invited
to talk about their college lives for every episode, so as a few adult guests. This study

explored how this show can be a space where college students speak for themselves.

It was found that the show “University” put emphasis on college students’
extracurricular activities, physical appearance, and campus lives. Through the seat
arrangement, the setting of host, guest, and even production team, the show seems to

replicate a “classroom” power relation.

Through discourse analysis, it was found how college students are represented in
the show still responded to some mainstream assumptions of these young people.
However, reversal discourses also emerged from the show and diverse images of
college students get to be presented. The show becomes the site where all different
discourses contend for hegemony. It was also found that audience in different cultural

positions would interpret the show distinctively.
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