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Abstract

During September 2013, a storm of food safety crisis swept across Taiwan, which has long been praised as a
food paradise. As anger, shock, and fear grabbed the country, people started to wonder what they could trust,
when everything seemed dubious and deceptive: from bread ingredients to cooking oil, from beverages to rice.
Aristotle in his Poetics states that “poetry is a more philosophical and higher thing than history.” In other words,
art is sometimes a more potent and lucid expression of reality than historical accounts. Jimmy Liao’s works are
one such example. In his picture books, the joys and sadness of common city dwellers are often depicted, which
in a broader sense reflects the unsolvable yet unavoidable dilemmas common to everyone’s life. In this respect,
Jimmy Liao’s illustrations and writings speak a more real truth than news reports. In October 2013, his latest

picture book, Lie to me?, was published, just at a time when truth and lies became hard to distinguish, and
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nothing seemed trustworthy, be them food safety or politician’s statements. The book cover shows a little girl,
her green hair shooting up, her eyes wide open, with two sharp rays of white light shooting from her big eyes.
She seemed to cry out “Lie to me?” in all vividness. What is really real in this world we live in? In Jimmy Liao’s
pictures and writings, the antinomy of judgment is never clearly stated; instead, it continues to exist in the real
world where truth and lie remain almost indistinguishable, and the readers only have their standards to rely on.
Symbols of art are the vessels of the artist’s ideology, which is recreated anew from readers’ interpretations. In

Lie to Me?, the unique aesthetics of the coexistence of truth and lie is thus constructed.

Keywords: Jimmy Liao, Lie fo Me?, picture book, aesthetics
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