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Abstract

The sovereignty dispute over Diaoyutai Islands has protracted far
longer than the tangible interests involved can explain. Regarding this sort
of prolonged disputes over tiny territories, Ron E. Hassner proposes a
theory of three entrenchment processes, “material entrenchment,”
“functional entrenchment,” and “symbolic entrenchment” to account for
the increasing difficulties in resolving these disputes overtime.
Nonetheless, these processes are not applicable to the Diaoyutai case.
Materially, Diaoyutai Islands are not intergrated to the economy of any
disputing party; functionally, the boundaries of Diaoyutai Islands are
always clear; symbolically, Diaoyutai Islands do not have emotional
linkage to the people of any disputing party. Therefore, based on
Hassner’s theory, the article proposes a concept of “ideational
entrenchment,” the process that a disputed territory is considered as
irreplaceable, to explain the continuing dispute of Diaoyutai Islands. The
article provides a preliminary test to this “ideational entrenchment”

hypothesis and finds considerable evidence. Further studies are desirable.
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